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SUMMARY

The foreign total Arab trade amounted to about 62.5% of the total Gross Domestic product
of all Arab countries; this means that foreign trade is a major part of the Arab Economy and a
main contributor development in the Arab countries. The gradual implementation of the Great
Arab free trade Area (GAFTTA) have begun in early 1998, and by 2005 all taxes and customs
tariffs among the countries joining the free trade Area were completely cancelled. However,
the growth of Inter-Arab trade did not match this gradual cancellation of taxes and custom
duties. In fact, it did not exceed about 10.58% of the total Arab trade, this means that the
cancellation of customs restrictions alone does not automatically lead to the growth of Inter-
Arab trade. There is a host of obstacles and barriers -not related to customs- preventing the
desired growth. These obstacles identified, classified, and analyzed in this paper, some
suggestions, which might solve these obstacles also presented. The problem of this study
evidenced by the intra-Arab trade is facing a variety of obstacles that prevent the efficient
utilization of this sector in maximizing economic efficiency, the study aimed to analyze the
total intra-Arab trade, during the years (1995-2013). To identify to identify the important
problems and obstacles facing intra- Arab trade. The study employed several descriptive and
analytical techniques to achieve its aims. The results dealing with the Intra- Arab total trade
during the years (1995-2013), the results show the average value of the foreign total Intra-
Arab trade was an annual increase of about 12.62%. The main contributors to the foreign total
intra-Arab trade were kingdom of Saudia Arabia (24.8%), and United Arab Emirates (14.7%).
The average value of the total Intra- Arab exports was an annual increase of about 12.29%
during the years (1995-2015). The main contributors of the total Intra- Arab exports were
kingdom of Saudia Arabia (37.6%), and United Arab Emirates (16.4%). While the average
value of the total Intra- Arab imports was an annual increase of about 12.93%. The main
contributors to total Intra- Arab imports were United Arab Emirates (12.9%), kingdom of
Saudia Arabia (11.8%), and Irag (10.6%) during the study period. The total Intra- Arab trade
balance shown an annual increase of about 13.95%, and the countries that had the greats
surplus were Saudia Arabia (13.02 billion $), United Arab Emirates (1.9 billion $), Syria
(1.24 billion $), Algeria (0.192 billion $). On other hand, as well as the countries that had the
greatest deficit were Iraq (4.2 billion $), Morocco (2.3 billion $), Bahrain (1.11 billion $),
Yemen (1.29 billion $), and Jordan (1.4 billion $) during the study period. The main
recommendations of the study can be summarized as follows: 1-Efforts towards the
developments of exporting structure either total or agricultural foreign trade are necessary,
this can be achieved through adopting of a clear plan towards this target. 2- Increasing the
foreign Arab trade between the Arab countries where the total or the agricultural trade
considered a major target. 3-Coordination between the Arab countries in the area of
production and the specialization of specific agricultural and non- agric. 4- Productions in one
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or more Arab countries that has relative advantages, hence production and marketing
efficiencies will have accrued.



